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THE  JUDICIAL   SERVICE
The judicial is quite separate from the administra-
tive service in the French colonies, but the positions
in it are few, and there is no systematic mode of
recruiting its members. Judicial posts were among
the careers at first enumerated as reserved for gradu-
ates of the Colonial School.1 But this was one of the
matters criticised by M. Boutmy,2 and, whether for
that reason or not, the provision was subsequently
dropped. The Colonial Office is, therefore, free to
make the selections as it pleases. It was formerly in
the habit, when a vacancy occurred, of applying to
the Ministry of Justice for a candidate, but that de-
partment not unnaturally furnished a magistrate who
was not wanted at Jiome, and hence the Colonial Office
decided to select its own candidates, outside of the
magistracy in France. In so doing it often takes a
graduate of the Colonial School, who has also taken
his degree of Licentiate in Law, but this does not
happen with sufficient frequency to make the colonial
bench a regular career for the members of the
School.
FRENCH  EXPERIENCE   OF   LITTLE   VALUE
As in other political fields, so in the selection and
training of her colonial officials, France has been a
laboratory for political experiments. But none of
1 Decree of November 23, 1889, Arts. 16-19.
a " Recrutement," p. 32.